Jottings from Jimmy’s

Prayer for Homeless Sunday

Heavenly Father,

Have mercy on those who
sleep on the streets or in
hostels, on the floor or on a
sofa and those who know
their friends' hospitality is at
breaking point. Bless those
of all faiths and none with a
willing heart who strive to
help those in need. Help us
work for a fairer society,
where having no home does
not exclude anyone from
work and health and
respect. Help us to build a
society where all may 'dwell
in safety’. We pray that
there can be a reduction in
the problems that cause
people to become
homeless, such as abusive
homes, family break-up,
crime, addictions. Bless us
with the knowledge of who is
our neighbour.

We ask these things in the
name of the homeless
saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen
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Poverty and homelessness
statistics for the UK are
shocking. This is why we
must all come together,

not just in Poverty &
Homelessness Week, but
all year round, to alleviate
this suffering.

Dear Friends...

I was asked to write something for Jottings and
while I was researching for some inspiration I
came upon the following story (the author is
unknown), which I think states all that I could
ever hope to say:

The Homeless Man

It was a cold wintet's day that Sunday.
The car park next to the church was filling
up quickly. I noticed as I got out of my car
that fellow church members were whispering
among themselves as they walked to the
church. As I got closer I saw a man leaned up
against the wall outside the church. He was
almost lying down as if he was asleep. He had
on a long trench coat that was almost in shreds
and a hat topped his head, pulled down so you
could not see his face. He wore shoes that
looked 30 years old, too small for his feet with
holes all over them as well as his toes sticking
out of one shoe. I assumed this man was
homeless, and asleep, so I walked on by
through the doors of the church. We gathered
for fellowship for a few minutes, and someone
mentioned the man outside. People snickered
and gossiped but no one bothered to ask him
to come in, including me.

A few moments later the service
began. We all waited for the Vicar to take his
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place and give us the Word, when the doors to
the church opened. In came the homeless man
walking down the aisle with his head down.
People gasped and whispered and made faces.
He made his way down the aisle and up onto
the pulpit and took off his coat and hat. My
heart sank. There stood our vicar..he was the
"homeless man". No one said a word. The
vicar took his Bible and laid it on the stand and
said, "People, I don't think I have to tell you
what I am preaching about today."
It’s written in Hebrews 13: 2: “Do not
Jorget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some pegple
have entertained angels withont knowing it  We
never know who the stranger is until we make
an effort to find out.
While volunteering at Jimmy’s I think
I’'ve met a few angels, some devils as well mind
you, but I know that God is at work in the
world and we only have to really open our eyes
to see, our ears to hear and our hearts to love.
Jesus told us that the greatest commandments
were to love God and to love our neighbour.
We just have to realise that the homeless person
on the street is our neighbour too.

Ken Waters, Ordinand,
St George’s Church, Methwold, Norfolk
And Volunteer at Jimmy’s

Sunday 31st January—Sunday 7th February

Homelessness Sunday is an annual event that is part of Poverty & Homeless Action Week. This year it

is on Sunday 31st January.

Homelessness Sunday brings together thousands of churches drawing attention to the
devastating effects of homelessness. Through prayer and reflection Homelessness Sunday offers an
opportunity to listen to what God has to say about homelessness, and to consider what action we ate
being called to take. Together, with faith, we can repair the hurt of homelessness and build both
homes and lives. Homelessness Sunday has the support of all the main denominations and is

celebrated in a wide range of congregations.

So what happens on Homelessness Sunday? Churches mark the day through a wide variety
of activities. Some include homeless people in their prayers, some otrganise a weekend of activities
such as sleep outs, profile raising events to highlight the problem locally and dedicated setvices.
Others mark the day with services that link with local housing and homelessness projects and build
bridges into their community. Some organise joint services with other churches in the town. Some
raise funds for national and local action. All events raise the profile of homelessness, in the chutch.

Visit www.homelessmess-Sunday.org.uk or www.actionweek.org.uk
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Images and information below are published with kind permission of the Homeless Sunday Partnership
(Housing Justice, Church Action on Poverty, Scottish Churches Housing Action)

In Britain today, 1.5 million children — that’s one in
seven — are suffering in bad housing.

If you oppress poor people, you insult the God who made them; but
kindness shown to the poor is an act of worship.
Proverbs 14.31

The number of households in temporary
accommodation has increased by nearly 120 per
cent since 1996.

Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain

the rights of the poor and oppressed.
Psalm 82.3

Over 2 million pensioners live in poverty. Half live in
deep poverty, well below the breadline.

If you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry, and satisfy the needs of the
oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness.
Isaiah 58.10
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Benefits have not risen in line with inflation in
everyday costs. Unemployment is rising.

I tell you the truth, whatever you did for the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.
Matthew 25.40

At 40 per cent, the income poverty rate among black
and minority ethnic people is double the 20 per cent
among White British.

He defended the cause of the poor and needy... Is
that not what it means to know me?

January 2010 Jeremiah 22.16
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Alice and Kev

In the last issue of Jottings, we met
Alice and Kev, the on-line world of
a homeless father and daughter.
Now we meet the man behind their
creation, Cambridge-based Robin
Burkinshaw, whose novel approach |
to the issue (via the Sims 3 game),
took the online world by storm.

Describe Alice & Kev in layman’s terms. The Sims 3 is a life simulation game
where you take control of a family and guide them through their lives. Alice and
Kev is a story about being homeless , told at aliceandkev.wordpress.com. It's a
sometimes amusing, but ultimately sad tale that follows Alice and her father
Kev, as Alice grows up, dealing with her father's neglect and antagonism. While
I was responsible for the initial setup, and I do my best to guide the characters
towards happiness, a lot of the interesting and pivotal events of the story come
about from the game's responses to my actions. I'm not in full control of what
happens, and what the characters do sometimes even surprise their creator.
What prompted you to have a homeless storyline? Part of the appeal of life
simulation games is in acting out a life different to your own. For most people,
this means becoming a rock star or wotld president. Other than buying a Big
Issue and an occasional chat with the vendors, I didn't have much knowledge or
contact with homelessness, but it was something I was aware of enough to want
to see what happened... The Sims 3 isn't built for this kind of situation. It
simulates successful middle-class life, and pretty much denies the existence of
homelessness or poverty. A great many of the resistances people encounter
trying to get themselves out of a difficult situation don't exist in The Sims 3. No
job application is turned down, no friend thinks twice about giving you legal
ownership of half their house, nobody has to pay for food or transport or even
gym membership, nobody pre-judges anyone for how they look. But it does
adapt enough to simulate things like sofa-surfing.
Has your own view on homelessness been changed/challenged? I have
learned a lot about homelessness, from the comments on the blog, from people
that have emailed me, and from the charities that have contacted me. I've
learned the places where the lives of Alice and Kev hit upon things that are true,
but also some of the perhaps more depressing instances where things would
probably have been worse for them in the real world.

Thantk you to Robin for helping to raise the issue of homelessness, and for
publicising the work of Jimmy’s.

Winter Fair

Volunteers

This month we bid a
fond farewell to four of
our ‘stalwart’
volunteers. All have put
in many, many hours of
voluntary work for
Jimmy’s, and even
though they all work
full time, have often
come in at the last
minute (or even
second!) to work
evenings or overnights.
Lizi has flown across the
pond to work in Florida in
a housing project that
supports adults with
mental health issues.
Nicolette has relocated to
London, to start work in a
new job, and hopes to
continue her voluntary
activity with the homeless.
Theresa has also headed
stateside, to Seattle, to
work in an initiative that
tackles street
homelessness.

Andrew has returned to
Uganda where he will
continue to work with
excluded, vulnerable
people.

di.

Thank you to all four and don’t forget to come
back and see us!

Andrew

Thank you to everyone who helped out at the Mill Road Winter Fair.

Pictured above, left to right: Winter Willow; art exhibition; Radio 209 homeless Truths;

unknown tree-hugger; Jimmy’s display.
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Support for Jimmy’s

Much of our work is only possible with the generous support of so many organisations and individuals.

There are many ways in which you can make a donation to support the work of Jimmy’s. You can make a donation online -

please visit www.jimmyscambridge.org.uk or www.cafonline.org (where you can make a one-off or regular donation). If you are

organising an event, you can set up a fundraising page on www.justgiving.com. If you wish to set up a standing order, or make a cheque
donation, please contact us (01223 576085) for a donations form - completion of the form will ensure we have all your details correct.

You can also donate by BACS payment - please contact us for details.

Jottings update

It’s important that we keep your details up to date.

If you wish to make any changes to the information we have about you, please call Newmarket CB8 7SQ
(01223 576085), email jottings@jimmyscambridge.org.uk or write to us at 1 East Road, www.newprint.co.uk
Cambridge CB1 1BD. Also please let us know if you would like to receive more copies for
your organisation, or if you would like to receive Jottings electronically.

Streetbite Sleepout

Our thanks go to the Streetbite supporters who
held a sleepout in November, in order to both
raise awatreness of homelessness, and to raise funds
for Jimmy’s and other homeless charities in
Cambridge.

On a very cold, wet night, 80 people slept
out on Parker’s Piece, in the centre of Cambridge,
for the event. To date, a magnificent £7500 has been
raised.

Among those ‘sleeping out’ were students,
local councillors and volunteers from Jimmy’s.

Left: a few of the hardy souls who made it through
the night
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for those
who would otherwise
be forced to sleep rough

continuously meeting the needs
of street homelessness since

1995
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